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HO TECK HUA, president 
of Nanyang Technological 

U n i v e r s i t y 
S i n g a p o r e 
(NTU Sin-
gapore), has 
emphasized 
NTU’s role 
in connect-
i n g  C h i n a 
with Singa-
pore, as well 
a s  A S E A N 

countries through coopera-
tion in education, scientific 
research, social services and 
other fields.

Ho, a prominent behav-
ioral scientist, was appointed 
the fifth president of NTU 
on April 24. Ho was on a 
visit to Shenzhen with an 
NTU delegation last week, 
meeting Shenzhen Mayor 
Qin Weizhong and visiting 
Shenzhen University and 
some tech companies.

Ho also attended NTU’s 15th 
China Convocation during the 
weekend, which was held in 
Shenzhen for the first time.

“It was an eye-opener. We 
learned a lot, such as their 
technology and management 
experience. They’ve been doing 
pretty well,” Ho said in an inter-
view Saturday when talking 
about his visit to the tech com-
panies.

Ho said Shenzhen has shown 
stronger capabilities in inno-
vation and entrepreneurship 
compared with other cities.

“Shenzhen is amazing in 
quick prototyping. If one has a 
product and a concept, it can be 
immediately transformed into a 
good product or a trial product, 
and I think Singapore can truly 
learn from that,” Ho said.

Ho disclosed that NTU is 
actively exploring opportuni-
ties to establish innovation and 

entrepreneurship institutions 
in collaboration with Chinese 
cities including Shenzhen. At 
present, the university main-
tains close partnerships with 
renowned Chinese enterprises, 
including the Shenzhen-head-
quartered WeBank and Alibaba 
Group.

According to Ho, Singapore 
and China each have their 
respective strengths, such as 
Singapore’s expertise in urban 
greening and China’s strength 
in digital banking. “Both sides 
should learn from each other 
and deepen cooperation.”

Singapore and China have 
continuously expanded their 
cooperation in trade, research 
and education over the years, 
and NTU has benefited from 
the smooth development of 
bilateral relations, Ho said.

“The university has newly 
established the ‘NTU Singa-
pore-China Knowledge Hub,’ in 
a bid to build a bridge for scien-
tific research, entrepreneurship 
and education between Singa-
pore and China, fostering a 
vision of mutual learning,” Ho 
said.

According to Ho, as a 
world-class university, NTU is 
committed to deepening collab-
oration with various Chinese 
entities, including universities 
and local governments, and 
the hub will serve as a pivotal 
bridge for strengthening bilat-
eral relations.

“Singapore is an ASEAN 
country, so we hope to work 
together with China and help 
Chinese companies or alumni. 
If they want to develop in 
ASEAN, they can make use of 
this bridge,” the NTU president 
said.

According to NTU, there 
are currently 36,600 NTU 
alumni working and living in 
China, and the university has 
30 alumni associations in the 
country.
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